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EDITORIAL 
The Wiles Of The Devil 


Satan is the master of subtlety: he is shrewd and 
cunning to the last degree. We are warned against 
his “wiles” and should not be ignorant of his devices. 





One of his devices is confusion. Like the com- 
munist he seeks to so mix up the minds and morals 
of men that they neither know what to believe or 
how to act. 


Another of his wiles is infiltration. In Jesus’ day, 
and in our day, he sometimes comes into men as a 
demon, or evil spirit. But aside from this, he can 
fill us with evil thoughts, feelings and desires. Some 
of these come from within, from our fallen natures, 
but some are his suggestions. 


Still another method is intimidation. He perse- 
cutes, and thus spreads fear and discouragement, 
and even apostasy. 


He seeks to confuse us, to fill us, to frighten us. 
No wonder we are warned against the “wiles of 


the devil.” —J.K.P. 





A Healthy Sign 


The results of the recent national elections 
brought satisfaction to many, disappointment to 
others. Certainly one of the outstanding reasons for 
hopefulness is the resurgence of a strong two-party 
system which, had it succumbed, would certainly 
have led to serious abuses of governmental power 
in the future. 


But, one of the things for which Christians should 
be truly thankful is that California, Massachusettes, 
Arizona and Montana voted down proposals to 
legalize gambling in various forms. 


Under the guise of “supporting” old-age pensions 
and other welfare programs the voters were asked 
to legalize lotteries, slot machines and other avenues 
of gambling. They said “NO,” in clear majorities. 
3ut it is the duty of Christian citizens to ever be 
on the guard against the blandishments and pious 
appeals of the Devil to do wrong that good may 
result. 


May our nation ever be delivered from the de- 
bauching influence and the economic drains inher- 
ent in such legalized gambling. Many of us have 
seen in Havana and other Latin-American and 
European countries the streets cluttered with ur- 
chins selling lottery tickets. The stores too are full 
of such tickets. In every case one has also noticed 
the moral and spiritual decadence which is in evid- 
ence where such gambling is permitted. 

Christians can and do differ on political matters 
and candidates; they should always stand shoulder 
to shoulder against every attempt to legalize evil. 


—L.N.B. 





Repentance 
Before Peace 


Prayers for peace are almost universal here in 
America today, and no doubt in many other parts 
of the world. Many of us got a real thrill when at 
the first game of the recent World Series, at the 
request of Commissioner Chandler, the entire crowd 
stood for a moment in silent prayer “for peace.” 
We knew that to many it was an empty gesture 
but we also rejoiced because there had been public 
recognition of Almighty God on the part of some 
of the leaders at a great athletic event. 


But when we stop to analyze the underlying 
motive for many of the prayers for peace we do 
not believe they are valid. A prayer which simply 
seeks peace that we may continue in our godless 
ways is not a prayer God can hear. “Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may con- 
sume it upon your lusts,” is still God’s judgment 
of such prayers. 


War is often the judgment of God on a nation, 
punishment for sins and a warning to flee from 
hment by repentance trom 


sin and turning unto righteousness. 


even more grievous punis 


Therefore, we can, but feel that the prayer which 
God would have America offer today is one of 
repentance, of confession of sin and of genuine 
both national and personal. Such 
prayers will not go unheeded. If we have true peace 
with God, the peace of God will come into our 
hearts and that peace the world cannot take away. 


sorrow for sins, 


Our nation has sinned grievously. We have turned 
from the God of our fathers to the worship of ease, 
We deserve the wrath of 
a righteous God. But in His love and mercy He 
would woo us back to Himself. Let our prayer for 
peace therefore be prefaced by the prayer of genuine 


4 
pleasure and sensuality. 


sorrow and repentance. 


Our nation has sinned too in that we have re- 
fused to use the power God has given us to defend 
the weak. Only when our own interests have become 
involved have we been willing to enter the conflict 
against the aggressions of a diabolical system which 
has as its avowed object the enslavement of the 
world. We sat by and said nothing when Latvia, 
Lithuania, Esthonia, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Fin- 
land and many other parts of the world were over- 
run. We did come to aid of Southern Korea 
but we did so primarily because the Communist 
invasion jeapordized our own national interests. 

This is a time when Christians should pray for 
personal and national repentance from sin to show 
a bewildered and unbelieving world that man’s chief 
responsibility is to repent for his sins before a holy 
God and accept at God’s hand the salvation so 
freely offered in His Son. 


Pray for peace? Yes, but pray for peace with 


—L.N.B. 


God, FI RST. 
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Pin-ups 


Originating much earlier but becoming generally 
accepted during World War II was the “Pin-Up 
Girl.” This was and is the practice of providing 
our fighting men with most attractive pictures of 
beautiful women in alluring poses with the very 
minimum of clothes. 


Many Hollywood stars considered it their patrio- 
tic duty to supply such pictures, variously termed 
“cheese-cake,” “leg art” or “pin-ups,” to our fight- 
ing men. 


That such pictures are alluring is true. That they 
appeal to the lust of the flesh is also true. Rather 
than contribute to the “morale” of the men they 
do the opposite is the testimony of Christian fight- 
ing men. 


With the outbreak of the war in Korea this 
stream of “pin-ups” started from Hollywood and 
other sources again. Is it not but a sign of sen- 
suality to which our nation is addicted? 


Is there anything Christians can do to offset this 
degrading practice? We believe there is. Rev. 
John R. Williams tells the story of a mother who 
visited her son while he was in college. It was 
“Home Coming” and there was open house in the 
dormitories. She was shocked at the pictures she 
saw on her son’s walls. She looked but said 
nothing and when she went home she secured a 
copy of Hoffman’s lovely picture of Jesus in the 
Temple and sent it to her son. A year later she 
visited him again and went to his room. Every 
objectionable picture was gone, the picture of the 
Christ was in their place. On asking her son 
about the other pictures his reply was, “They 
were out of place with His picture there.” 


Is not this the answer? Christ in the heart and 





will surely tempt us otherwise but let us say with 
David, “I will set no wicked thing before mine 
eyes. I hate the work of them that turn aside; it 
shall not cleave to me.” Ps. 101:3. 


Sublimation is a properly used term with refer- 
ence to such temptations. It means the directing of 
impure impulses or desires into other channels, where 
purity and spiritual motive take their place. (Phil- 
lipians 4:8). 


As many of our young people join the armed 
services of our country, thereby being forced to face 
temptations which try the soul and the spirit, let 
us pray for them and at the same time supply them 
with the literature and diversions which will help 
keep them clean. 


Horatius Bonar’s beautiful words come to mind 
words which are a prayer, 





Father, our children keep! 

We know not what is coming on the earth; 

Beneath the shadow of Thy heavenly wing, 

O keep them, keep them, Thou who gavest them 
birth. 


Father, draw nearer us! 

Draw firmer ’round us Thy protecting arm; 
O clasp our children closer to Thy side, 
Uninjured in the day of earth’s alarm. 


Them in Thy chambers hide! 

O hide them and preserve them calm and safe, 
When sin abounds, and error flows abroad, 
And Satan tempts, and human passions chafe. 


O keep them undefiled! 

Unspotted from a tempting world of sin; 
That, clothed in white, through the bright city 
gates, 

They may with us in triumph enter in. 

















then things around us to remind us of Him. Satan —L.N.B. 
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Christian Education 
Must Be Christian 


The following excerpts from an editorial in “The 
Church Herald,” official organ of the Reformed 
Church in America, are worthy of our serious 
thought. Under the title, “Random Thoughts On 
Christian Education,” the editor writes: 


“Christian Colleges 


How much the Christian College really means 
for the ongoing life of the Christian Church. We 
use the word “Christian” rather than “Church-re- 
lated College,” for the latter term has come to mean 
everything and therefore Reg nothing. The 
land is full of “Church-related” people who could 
never measure up to the New Testament meaning 
of the word “Christian.”” The country likewise 
filled with “Church-related Colleges,” many of 
which can no longer honestly be called “Christian 
Colleges,” and some of which make no pretense to 
be such. The capone a thing is that a College be 
“Christian,” not merely “Church-related.” But the 
truly Christian College aa Church desperately needs 
today. Not many ministers and missionaries grad- 
uate from secular schools. One reason may be that 
those inclined to Christian work must generally 
choose to attend Christian Colleges. It is true, 
however, that the cold blasts of a purely secular 
college or wniversity, with their sometimes scorn of 
the Bible and its message, have far too often blown 
out the gruwing fire of some youth’s call to Chris- 
tian serviccs. Twenty percent of last year’s Central 
College graduates are planning to enter full-time 
Christian service. One hundred percent, we trust, 
are intending to give a full-time Christian witness 
in whatever occupation or profession be theirs. These 
are dividends the Church sorely needs. May they 
come, year by year, from all our colleges. 


Chapel Services 


“Who can measure the influence of a daily chapel 
service on the students of a Christian College? That 
is, if it is really what a Chapel Service ought to be. 
We can remember many chapel services of our 
college days which led us deeply into the truth and 
presence of God, and set the spiritual tone for all 
the day. But sometimes there were others also, 
formal, cold and empty, lost opportunities, unhappv 
substitutes for the real thing. Like in too many 
church services, “the hungry sheep look up and are 
not fed.’’ Christ-centered chapel services are of 
course not the only distinctive of the trul y Christian 
College. No less important is the to-be-expected re- 
quirements that every teacher be a the roughgoing 
believer in Jesus Christ and His revealed Word, a 
believer whose life is a consistent and convincing 
testimony to his faith. These, \ 





vith other distinctives 

are arcs za a common circle which Parnas the 
truly Christian College. The Gospel se its witness 

3 , and Chapel 


han gh C alee te eachers, Bible stud 
services, is not something 8 A ae or something 


4 


added on the periphery of the College that belongs 
to Christ. Dr. Arnold Nash, chairman of the 


1 


partment of religi n at the University of Nort! 


Carolina, insi sting that compulsory chapel se: vice 
hould be held by all church colleges, declares: 


een , 
lhe essential point I was trying to make wa 


1 ; 17 ‘ = ‘ 
that the church-related college should stand by i 
principles. No educational institutions, | argued 
that is really worth its salt entertains the idea of 


optio nal exa ninations, that is, we interpret the word 
examination sufficiently w ide ly to indicate means ac- 
cording to which the abilities of students can be 
estimated. If a churc Prgeer eter college feels—and 
most of them do—that examinations are sufficiently 
important to be compulsory, then I do not see why 
pn 0 hp services should not be compulsory. If they 
are made optional, then that is equivalent to saying 
that the co os aut heeleies do not regard them, as 

being really important. In 





they do examinations, as 
other words, if a church-related college were to 
make both attendance at examinations and attend 
ance at college services optional, then such college 
would be saying that both examinations and service 


are equally important.’ 


Bible and Catechism Classes 


“Not least ogee in the total Christian train- 
ing of the next generation is that known as cate- 
chetical instruction. Too f — ly this instruction 
has not received the place it deserves, either by the 
church or by parents and dtiien, This is to our 
shame and our loss. Sound catechetical instruction 
undoubtedly makes for intelligent, well-founded 
Christian lives, and a strong church. This is part 
of our heritage which we will neglect to our peril. 
Our catechetical programs erg should be 
better-planned, better-financed, and better-support- 


a: 


“Catechetical instruction, by which we mean a 
specific teaching of the doctrines of the Christian 
Faith, ought to be specifically that. Sometimes it 
turns out to be a mere duplication and repetition of 
the Sunday School and the weekday Bible school 
Too many of the books used in our Catechetical 
Classes are Bible story books, with an emphasis on 
history. This doubtless has its value, but is not 
doctrinal teaching, nor the real reason for having 
Catechetical Classes. The plea is sometimes made 
that smaller children must be taught Bible stories 
because they cannot understand doctrine. This is 
only partially true. Frequently our children are 
ahead of us in their theological curiosity. The 
questions they ask reveal that their minds are look- 
ing for those answers of Truth which come fron 
God’s Word. These truths cannot be taught ab- 
stractly, of course, and many of them are effectively 
taught through the stories in the Bible. However, 
our catechetical work will be stronger if our pri- 
mary emphasis is on teaching the doctrines of the 
ich emphasize 
way we will not find ourselves dupli 
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cating the teaching of the Sunday School, but sup- 
plementing it. We hope that the pressing need for 
such doctrinal teaching in a pagan world will cause 
us all to place a new emphasis upon this important 
trainng. The next generation must be taught The 
Faith!” a 


We are thankful that the official organ of a 
sister denomination has had the courage to so clearly 
state some of the basic reasons for Christian educa- 
tion in such a forceful manner. One has but to look 
at the history of education in America to learn that 
many of our great Universities of today originated 
as Christian institutions; that they gradually com- 
promised their essential Christian character; that 





secularization succeeded Christian emphasis; shat 
secularization then merged with paganism until 
today most of them not only make no contribution 
to the Christian Life of America but actually are 
the enemies of evangelical Christianity. The excep- 
tions, both as institutions and in individual depart- 
ments of some institutions, only prove the grave 
character of the generalization. 


Nothing means more to the Church and to our 
young people than genuine Christian education. God 
give us the consistency of purpose, the moral and 
spiritual courage and the grace necessary to continue 
our Church institutions as truly Christian centers 
of learning and power! —L.N.B. 





Angelus 1918-1950 


Two little girls were cutting paper dolls in a 
Presbyterian home a few days ago in a southern 
city. One was eight and the other five. Eight-year- 
old sent five-year-old into the adjoining room for 
“the other scissors.” While five-year-old was cast- 
ing about for the other scissors the 12 o'clock 
whistles of the factories set up their daily concert of 
many keyed sounds, mingled with the deep-throated 
tolling of a bell in a distant tower. Instantly little 
five-year-old dropped on her knees, clasped her hands 
and closed her eyes, while her lips moved in prayer. 
Back in the other room eight-year-old had at the 
same time risen from the floor and knelt beside a 
chair. 

The writer had an opportunity to interview little 
eight-year-old shortly after hearing of this perform- 
ance which had become a daily event with the two 
sisters. 


“What do your pray for?” I asked. 


Demurely she answered, but with a frankness that 
was charming: “Well, you see, Jim is at the war in 
France; Jim is Kate’s brother and Kate is our play- 
mate who lives just across the street—see over there, 
the window with the service flag—that means Jim 
has gone to the war; and our brother is in the camp 
—see, we have a service flag, too—and he will be 
going soon, we don’t know just how soon—but some 
time; and Lib and I ask God to keep Jim and Artie 
and make them strong to fight and come home again. 
And then after we ask God to keep Jim and Artie, 
we ask Him to bless and keep all the other brothers 
of little girls who have gone to the war and to the 
camps; and then we ask Him to bless our President, 
who has to do so much about the war—we don’t 
know what it is, but we know it’s the biggest of all 
and he needs God to help him; and then we ask Him 
to bless our generals because they have to guide the 
war, and that is hard to do, too. But we always 
ask Him to bless the many poor little girls whose 
brothers have been killed or crippled and whose 
homes have been destroyed in France and Belgium 
and other countries—and to bless the little boys and 
girls of the enemy’s countries, too, for they are in 
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trouble worse than us because their brothers and 
fathers are fighting against the right.” 


That was the substance of it, as eight-year-old 
told me, though of course not so straight along; it 
was brought out with some questioning. I asked her 
how she and little sister happened to start that pro- 
gram, and she promptly replied that they had over- 
heard mama and papa talking about it and agree 
between themselves—she at home and he at the 
office—to pray a minute each day when the whistles 
blew at noon. Then she proposed, and little sister 
agreed, that they, too, pray when the whistles blew. 
Their mother said they had not failed any day since 
they began it. 


Do you suppose God hears and answers these 
childish prayers? It almost looks like sacrilege to ask 
the question. Jesus on one occasion sought to show 
the privileged men who were going about with him 
what kind of a program they would have to adopt to 
have any standing to the Great Court above, and 
to better set forth the thought he had in mind, he 
drew to him a little child and said, “Except ye be- 
come as one of these—” 


Is a childlike simplicity and faith worth anything 
in a great world war? Or did Jesus simply mean to 
teach that these were only valuable in the “little 
matter” of getting into the kingdom of heaven? 


President Wilson is the outstanding, dominant 
human voice in the world today. He has risen to an 
eminence which might be coveted by any mere 





Looking through some old files today I ran 
upon the enclosed clipping of an old editorial 
1 wrote for Onward 32 years ago, during 
World War I, and it occurred to me that 
you might use some parts of it if you care to 
do so, for it certainly applies today as truly 
as it did then—if not even more so; for it 
would seem that we are on the verge of a 
more terrifying cataclysm in world affairs 
than we were then. —Wade C. Smith. 
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human since the dawn of history. Yet, like little five- 
year-old, in childlike simplicity and faith, he has 
dropped upon his knees at the call of prayer— a call 
sounded from within his own great soul. This is the 
secret of his greatness and it is the secret of the 
greatness of America today. God has given to 
America, because of her people, who are simple 
enough to pray, first of all for “the power of the 
Spirit,” as evidenced by the lofty plane upon which 
she has entered upon this great conflict. It is not her 
great army and navy, nor her great material resourc- 
es, which cause a suffering world to look with hope 
upon her banners; it is the “spirit” in which she 
goes to war. Germany had the most perfectly 
organized, the most powerful army the world ever 
saw—an army perhaps even beyond the dreams of 
Napoleon or Wellington, in numbers and efficiency 
—certainly in equipment. What nation has trusted 
her? What nation has become her ally, except by 
force? 


Let us rejoice in our wonderful army—grown so 
far beyond our wildest imagination; let our hearts 
swell with gratitude and a reasonable pride as we 
look upon these khaki-clad boys in almost intermin- 
able columns, bounding forward with firm and 
clock-like tread—all keen and whetted to strike for 
a livable world—for humanity: let us glory in the 
genius and skill—and the marvelous organization— 
which has trained and equipped them to make that 
blow effective; let us be confident in our invincible 
navy; let us thrill when we think of the vast materi- 
al resources back of these, so freely offered by a 
united nation which goes to war with a single mind 
and a fixed purpose; let our blood tingle with the 
contemplation of it all, for it is enough to make it 
tingle; but, oh, forget not God hath said: ““Not by 
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts.” 


As we proudly look upon ‘the passing hosts going 
forth to battle, let us remember it is we who must 
sustain them at the front, else they cannot stand. 
Our first and sublime means of doing that is through 
prayer. The only effective way to “keep the home 
fires burning is to keep the altar fires lighted.” 


The way to maintain the energy, the sacrifice, the 
ingenuity and the determination necessary to victory 
is through prayer to God, who is the only enduring 
source of these qualities, which in their turn make 
the material weapons and the man power available. 
Entrenched in it all and animating its efforts is that 
great big spirit of sacrifice for humanity’s welfare; 
it is the only plane upon which human and divine 
effort can join hand in hand. Every other objective 
becomes dim and unworthy beside it. Whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be know- 
ledge, it shall vanish away; but Love! it suffereth 
long and is still kind, it envies not another’s wealth 
or lands, boasts not itself among the nations, and in 
the sight of Almighty God knows better than to rear 


itself in pride; behaveth not itself unseemly, but will 
fight harder than the devil himself against injustice 
and cruelty, practiced upon the weak by the strong 
seeketh not its own, is not easily provoked, but 
watchfully waits an opportunity for peaceful ad- 
justment as long as there is the ghost of a chance; 
refuses to think evil of men or nations until wrong 
is incontestable—then rejoices not in the proof— 
“beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things.” 


The President led his Cabinet in prayer before 
the European conflagration startled the world with 
its possibilities. It was when we had our little 
difficulty with Mexico. Volumes of advice were 
offered — friendly and unfriendly, privately and 
publicly—but the President sought the Highest 
Counsel; he had gathered about him men also who 
were not afraid to break cabinet custom and get 
down upon their knees and pray with him. America’s 
part in this war was born in prayer and it will be 
fought to a finish in prayer. The President in a pro- 
clamation called the nation to a day of humiliation 
and prayer last May the 30th, and perhaps never 
before has a nation more spontaneously responded to 
a leader’s call than it did on that day—certainly this 
nation never so universally engaged in one common 
and united petition to the Throne of Grace. 


In Washington a committee representing the peo- 
ple of all religious faiths has been appointed and has 
set a definite time, 12 o'clock noon each day, as a 
definite moment in which to offer prayer for victory 
and peace. President Wilson has authorized the 
heads of all Government departments to sanction 
this observance through their chief clerks. The 
Secretary of War permitted a signal for the ringing 
of the bells to be fired from the top of an office 
building. The District Commissioners issued a state- 
ment giving their sanction to the observance. This 
sanction carried authorization through the Public 
Utilities Commission for the observance of the move- 
ment by street cars and traffic, which stops on 
specified days during the time of prayer. 


It is proposed that everything stop—all business, 
all factories, all trains, all street cars—everything, 
for just one minute—at 12 o’clock—and everybody 


silently or vocally PRAY. The movement is 
spreading, not only in the cities, but small towns are 
taking it up. Organizations and clubs have adopted 
the program. Women’s organizations are falling in 
with the program. Families are taking it up—even 
the little children, as witness the opening incident 
on this page. 


How about it in your town? Has the movement 
reached you? If not, can you start it? Are you 
brave enough to try it? Have you faith enough? If 
you can’t get it started in your town as a whole, how 
about your store, or your club, or your society? How 
about getting all the members of your household on 
this schedule? Strike out and try for it, anyhow; 
you may be surprised to find a willingness all round. 
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People’s hearts are softened as never before by 
what is happening all about us and “over there” 
just now. Prayer will be a boon to them; many 
simply need to be led into it. Thousands may learn 
for the first time the real meaning of prayer. 





May God help us to get a spiritual vision, that we 


may learn the lesson He is endeavoring to teach us, 
and keep faith with Him whate’er betide. 


—W.CS. 





Since Christ's birth was first proclaimed 
to lowly shepherds, the Church has faced 
opposition. How today will she meet the 


ENEMIES of 12. CROSS 


Never since the angels sang their song on the 
hills of Bethlehem have the enemies of the Church 
of Christ been so numerous, so powerful, and so 
bitter in their hatred as they are today! 


The Church has always had its enemies. There 
was Nero. His capitol, Rome, was set on fire. He 
watched it burn for nine days. Then he blamed it 
on the Christians, and made of them funeral pyres 
to light his games in the Imperial Gardens. 


There was Julian the Apostate, the nephew and 
successor of Constantine. He had the Christians 
burned alive, dragged through the streets naked 
until they expired, stoned, beaten to death with 
clubs. 


There was the Duke of Guise. He instigated and 
led the Massacres of Bartholomew. Historians 
have called it “The Festival Of Blood.” In those 
days ten thousand Christians were killed, blood ran 
through the streets, and rivers appeared like streams 


of blood. 


There was John Graham. Some called him 
“Bloody Claverhouse” and some called him “Bonny 
Dundee.” He was the enemy of the church. He 
hunted your forefathers and mine over the moss 
hags of Scotland, and hounded them to their death. 
And there was Hitler, the paperhanger who became 
the most powerful despot of our day, The concen- 
tration camps to which he sent the Christians who 
would not yield to his will rivalled the horrors of 
the Inquisition. Yes, the church has always had its 
enemies, Paul describes them as “enemies of the 
cross of Christ.” 


And the church has its enemies today. These 
enemies fall into two groups, enemies without and 
enemies within. 
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by Robert A. eens Jr., D. D. 


I. THERE ARE ENEMIES WITHOUT 


The first enemy that I would mention is com- 
munism, the greatest foe of Christianity today. 


Many years ago Abraham Lincoln delivered his 
famous thesis, that no nation can be half slave and 
half free. But because of the marvelous development 
of communications, radio, television, airplanes, the 
world today is scarcely larger than the nation was 
in Lincoln’s day. 


And the world today cannot be half communist 
and half Christian. It is becoming increasingly 
clear that mankind is going to be ruled eventually 
by the red star of the Soviets or by the blood-stained 
banner of the Cross. There are only two rivals for 
the allegiance of the human race, Jesus Christ and 
Karl Marx. And the sooner we Christians realize 
this, the better it will be for us and for the world. 


Communism strikes at the heart of Christianity 
by denying three of its most cherished beliefs. 


Communism denies the existence of God. It is the 
most frankly atheistic of any philosophy that has 
ever been offered man. According to communism, 
there is no God, no soul, no hereafter, no heaven 


and no hell. This life is everything and this life is 
all. 


Communism denies the worth of the individual. 
It is as far as the poles from Isaiah who wrote “A 
man shall be more precious than gold,” or from 
Christ who said, ‘““What shall it profit a man if he 

. . ” 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul. 


Communism denies moral standards. It reduces 
morals to sheer expediency, and opens the way for 
all kinds of ruthlessness. The firing squad, the con- 
centration camp, the purge are its common practice, 
and it uses them without hestitation or compunction. 
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And we Christians should realize the fact that 
this hideous frightful monstrous movement expects 
to conquer the world. A brilliant communist in 
Paris said to Dr. John S. Bonnell, Pastor of the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church of New York 
City, “We are in the front. The forces of history 
are on our side. The world is going to be ours.” 
And they are throwing themselves into the task of 
winning the world with an enthusiasm, a loyalty, 
an unselfishness that puts us to shame! 


The second enemy I would mention is Jntellectu- 
alism, which the dictionary defines as “the belief 
in the supremacy of the intellect among human 
faculties.” 


An outstanding book of the year is Fulton 
Oursler’s Why I Know There Is A God. Mr. 
Oursler is an editor of the Reader’s Digest. He is a 
member of the Roman Catholic Church and he is 
an earnest Christian. Ten years ago he belonged to 
the popular cult that worshipped at the shrine of 
human reason. 


He was a disciple of Hackel, Freud, Shopenhauer, 
White, Dewey and all the rest. To this cult all 
super-naturalism was anathema. The virgin birth, 
the deity of Christ, the miracles were sheer super- 
stition. 


The problems of man were to be solved without 
any supernatural interference. Education was the 
only hope of the world, and nothing must be 
allowed to stand in its way. 


With increasing knowledge how could the Ten 
Commandments be taken seriously? A lie should be 
used if it would advance a worthy cause. Adultery 
was so widely practiced that to condemn it seemed 
a futile gesture. The sixth commandment should 
not be allowed to interfere with euthanasia. The 
old idea of good and evil was an exploded myth. 
Organized religion was nothing but a pious fraud. 


Fulton Oursler has been converted. He says that 
all these ideas he once held are a mass of glittering 
rubbish. But the school of thought to which he 
belonged is active and powerful. The position he 
once held is the position of many scientists, educa- 
tors, authors, poets, playwrights. And it is the most 
popular philosophy among the so-called intelligentsia. 


The third enemy I would mention is Materialism, 
the idea that material things are the things that 
count. It estimates the worth of a man not by his 
character but by his rating in Dun and Bradstreet. 


The question it asks is not, “What is he,” but 
“what does he possess?” 


It wants to know not the measure of his service 
to the community, but the size of his bank account. 
If he lives in a fine house on a popular street, drives 
a good car, wears tailor-made clothes, belongs to the 
Country Club, plays a good game of golf or poker, 
mixes a good cocktail and dances the rumba, he’s 


all right. He may be intellectually dull, he may be 
morally lecherous, he may be financially crooked. 
he may be socially selfish—but he’s still all right! 
There are millions of people in America who have 
no other criterion. They worship at the shrine of 
material success. 


Communism, Intellectualism, Materialism—they 
are out to win the world. And don’t fool yourself 
for one minute, they are locked in a life and death 
struggle with evangelical Christianity. 


The overthrow of Christian civilization in our 
day is a possibility. It is entirely possible that the 
day may come when our churches will be turned 
into museums and moving picture houses, where to 
be a Christian may mean, as it did in the First 
Century, persecution, torture and death. 


Everything that Dr. C. C. Bell said at our 
Loyalty Meeting is true. The Church of Jesus 
Christ is facing the most critical period of its whole 
existence. 

Il. BUT MORE DEADLY, MORE DANGER- 
OUS THAN THE ENEMIES WITHOUT 
ARE THE ENEMIES WITHIN. That is always 


true, 


The keenest analysts of the fall of France in 
World War II agree that it was not the power of 
Hitler’s war machine alone, but the decline and 
decay of French morale that brought about the 
amazing debacle. Intemperance, immorality, and 
irreligion had eaten the heart out of the French 
nation, and they went down in utter defeat almost 
without a struggle. 


In the same way, the sudden and tragic fal! of 
Norway was the result of the quislings, the fifth 
columnists, the traitors who sold out their country. 


And if Russia invades America, the greatest 
danger to our beloved land will not be from atom 
or hydrogen bombs, but from the Communist in- 
filtration, that exists to an extent far beyond our 
knowledge or our wildest imagination. 


And so the greatest danger to the Church of 
Christ is not from those enemies from without who 
may ridicule and oppose and persecute, the greatest 
danger to the church is from those enemies within 
that are sapping her strength, hampering her pro- 
gress, and destroying her testimony. I mention 
three. 


The first internal enemy I would mention is 
Complacency. The average church member today is 
smugly and completely satisfied. He asks, ‘“Hasn’t 
the church today more members, more money, more 
beautiful sanctuaries, more efficient educational 
facilities, a more comprehensive program than ever 
before in her history? Didn’t American churches 
receive more members last year than at any time 
since Columbus landed on San Salvador? Aren't 
ministers better educated, choirs better trained, 
Sunday Schools better run, church programs better 
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staffed than ever before?” And they go on and say, 








“Don’t be a pessimist! Don’t be a joy-killer! The 
church is all right!” 

If there is a verse in the Bible that fits the church 
of our day, almost as if it were written especially 
for it, here it is. It is taken from the message to the 
Church of Laodicea, Revelation 3:17, “Thou sayest, 
| am rich and increased with goods, and have need 
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched 
and miserable and poor and blind and naked.” 


About 25 years ago, an English clergyman, Stud- 
dart Kennedy, wrote a poem that deserves to be 
published around the world. It puts its finger on 
one of the greatest weaknesses of the church today. 
He called his poem “Indifference” and he named 
the volume in which it was published THE 
SORROWS OF GOD. 


“When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged 
Him on a tree, 

They drove great nails through hands and feet, 
and made a Calvary; 

They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, 
red were His wounds and deep, 

For those were crude and cruel days, the human 
flesh was cheap. 


When Jesus came to Birmingham, they simply 
passed Him by, 

They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let 
Him die; 

For men had grown more tender, and they 
would not give Him pain, 

They only just passed down the street, and 
left Him in the rain. 


Still Jesus cried, “Forgive them, for they know 
not what they do,” 

And still it rained the winter rain that drench- 
ed Him through and through; 

The crowds went home and left the streets 
without a soul to see, 

And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried 
for Calvary.” 


And the third enemy within the church is disloyalty. 
Christian people today are not loyal to Christ. The 
members of this church as a whole are not loyal to 
Christ. Some of yon are loyal, wonderfully, mar- 
velously loyal. You are the joy of your pastor’s 
heart, and I believe you are the joy of your Master’s 
heart. If you doubt the fact that the members of 
this church are not loyal, go out and try to get a 
Sunday School Teacher, or a circle leader, or a 
president of our Women of the Church, or a Boy 
Scout master, or a leader for Girl Scouts. 


Yes, you'll be a circle leader if you haven’t been 
asked before to be president of a garden club, or 
secretary of the music club, or chairman of the 
program committee in the AAUW. You'll work 
in the church all right if it doesn’t interfere with 
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your work in your service club, or your work in 
your lodge, or your golf, or your tennis! 


You young people will come to the Youth Fellow- 
ship meetings if they do not interfere with your 
high school sorority, or your high school choir, or 
a date, or a cabin party! And you come to church 
if it doesn’t rain, or if it isn’t too hot, or if you are 
not out of town on some weekend excursion, or if 
you are not too tired from the Saturday night party 
you attended. 


You Presbyterians haven’t one-tenth of the loy- 
alty that characterizes a communist, or a Seventh 
Day Adventist, or a Jehovah Witness, or a Mor- 
mon. 


Dr. Bell told us at our loyalty meeting Wednes- 
day evening of a young communist—out on the 
street corner, distributing literature, pushing his 
insidious propaganda. His shoes were in holes, his 
feet were torn and bleeding. A gentleman who had 
no communist leanings said to him, “I do not 
believe in communism, but I’m sorry for you. Come 
with me, and I'll buy you a pair of shoes.” 


And the communist said, “I won’t do it!” 








And when the gentleman insist- 
ed he said, “I'll tell you what I'll 
do. If I go in the store with you 
you will probably buy me a pair 
of shoes that will cost $14 or $15. 
If you will buy me a cheap pair of 
the coarsest brogans, costing around 
$5 and give me the $10 difference 
tc put into the communist treasury 
—I’ll go!” Is there one of you 
here today who has ever been that 
loyal to Jesus Christ? 





The Church has enemies today 
— enemies without—communism, 
intellectualism, materialism. It has 
enemies within, complacency, in- 
difference, disloyalty. The enemies without are 
powerful and persistent. “The enemies within are 
deadening and deadly. 


This is the zero hour. 


I veritably believe that the next five years will 
tell the tale as to whether the world will be pagan 
or Christian. We can’t do much to help the situa- 
tion in Korea or China. We can’t guide the destinies 
of our nation at Washington. But we can do this, we 
can do everything in our power to advance the 
cause of Christ here in our own church and in our 
own community. 


To this end I summon every member of our staff, 
every elder in our session, every deacon on the 
diaconate, every officer and teacher in the Sunday 
School, every woman of the Church, every young 
person in the Youth Fellowship, every member ot 
this church to give to the work before you this 
winter every ounce of your strength, every possible 
moment of your time, every talent that God has 
given you—somehow | feel that He is giving us our 
last chance. 


_—_—_—_@——__—. 


Dr. Lapsley, pastor of the Roanoke, Va., First 
Presbyterian Church and author of this year’s best- 
seller study season book on the home, Beside The 
Hearthstone, delivered the foregoing article in ser- 
mon form to his congregation recently. It obviously 
has Church-wide significance. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 


John Bunyan’s Famous Story Rewritten For Young 
People and Illustrated With The Little Jetts 


Mr. Smith has eliminated the repetitions and short- 
ened the long doctrinal arguments of this famous 
story, | i the remarkable allegory and 
those most meaningful names of the people who had 
to do with Christian—Pliable, Obstinate, Help, Mr. 
Worldly Wiseman, and many others equally apt of 
the characters portrayed. The book, in this abbreviated 
form, contains all t pointed lessons of the orginal 
volume and is a story that will be read understand- 


ng people. Price $1.75. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Wings For The Soul 
Growth 
I stood the children, straight and tall, 
By last year’s marks upon the wall, 
Another year! How soon they go, 
And see how fast the children grow! 


And then I thought of how God’s Word 
Says, “Grow in grace, and in the Lord.” 


And as | knelt with God alone 
He asked me gently, “Have you grown? 


Can you look back and understand 

How sun and rain came from My hand? 
The trials which My love decreed, 

Did they not prove Me real indeed? 


Or would you change a single hour 
And miss the knowledge of My power? 
Do | seem nearer when you pray 


Than just a year ago today? 


And does your zeal for lost men die, 

Or greater grow, as years go by?” 

What deep and searching questions these! 
They kept me long upon my knees; 
Before His gaze my Soul must own 
How very little it had grown 

Dear Lord, this year may all men see 
That I grow daily more like Thee. 


Barbara C. Ryberg in 
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The Sunday School Times. 





filed early. 





J. R. McCain ... President 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


DECATUR ... GEORGIA 
The Agnes Scott faculty represent degrees from more than 50 leading insti- 
tutions. Students have come from all the states of the Union and from 27 
foreign countries. It has a friendly and democratic atmosphere. All offices 
are open to all students by try-outs. Applications for scholarships should be 
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Austin Seminary 
Solves Problem 


With Air-Lift 


The Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
has put its own air lift operation into effect and 
solved two church problems at the same time. 


Since the seminary’s rapid growth from 18 stu- 
dents in 1945 to 125 in 1950, there has been a need 
for more Presbyterian churches where advanced 
students can preach on Sundays as a part of their 
practical training. 


At the same time, Southern Arkansas and North- 
ern Louisiana have a number of churches without 
pastors. Several of these churches now are seeking 
ministers and will probably have pastors within a 
short period of time but have no means of supply 
while seeking resident ministers. 


The Austin Seminary is operated under the joint 
sponsorship of the Synods of Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas and Oklahoma. In the past it has been 
difficult for the Seminary to provide preaching 
services in the Synods of Louisiana and Arkansas 
because of the distance involved. However, a two- 
engine airplane pressed into service on October 29 
by the Seminary will bring these two Synods within 
two hours travel time of Austin. 








Chureh News * 


Several possibilities of a weekly flight from Aust- 
in to Louisiana and Arkansas were investigated and 
a five-man force was believed to be most effective 
as a basis for future operations. 


When presented with the plan Leslie Webb, 
Seminary middler student, and flying enthusiast 
quickly saw the possibilities. Using his own savings, 
Webb traded in a three-place Piper Cruiser on a 
twin-engine Cessna and made his plane available 
to the Seminary for the weekly trips. 


Dr. David L. Stitt, president of the Seminary, 
said Webb’s strong feeling as to the church’s need 
is making the entire operation possible. 


Asked about his generous offer, Webb merely 
replied, “I am in the ministry to serve the church 
and I feel I am best able to help through this 
opportunity at present.” 


Webb served in the Air Force during World 
War II. He served, however, in a non-flying status 
and took up flying as a hobby after his discharge. 
He recently has been preaching in Eldorado, Ark. 


Responsible for ironing out the details was the 
Rev. C. Ellis Nelson, director of field work at the 
Seminary who also originated the plan. He was 
assisted by the Rev. D. L. O'Neal, home missions 
superintendent of the Red River Presbytery and 
the Rev. Charlie Robinson, home mission superin- 
tendent of Ouchita Presbytery. 
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OPERATION AIR-LIFT by Austin Seminary is carried out by these persons shown here with the twin- 
engined Cessna craft owned by Leslie Webb of Orlando Fla., left. Others, left to right, are: Rev. C. Ellis 
Nelson, director of field work for the seminary; Dr. David L. Stitt, President of Austin Seminary; Jerry 
Slusser, Dallas, Tex., pilot; Arthur Strickland, Itasca, Tex. and J. Allen Smith of Austin. 
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Pilot for the trips will be Jerry Slusser, who was 
a Braniff Airways pilot for seven years, prior to 
entering the Austin Seminary. 


The weekly schedule calls for stops at Shreveport 
and Monroe, La., and at Eldorado, Ark. Trans- 
portation will be provided to churches in the im- 
mediate area. 


Arthur Strickland, another advanced Seminary 
student, also has twin-engine rating. He served in 
the Marine Air Corps during World War II in the 
Pacific area. 


Wayne Johns, former Austin College student 
from Kilgore, and J. Allen Smith round out the 
initial five-man party. Johns also served in the 


Air Force during World War II. 


The operation will be an all-weather affair. The 
two-engine plane is equipped with radio and has all- 
weather instruments. 


“If the regular airliners can fly, we fly. If 
they’re weather in, we will be, too,” Dr. Stitt said. 


Seminary officials are enthusiastic over possibili- 
ties of the flight and hope the effort will become a 
permanent affair. 


Webb and Slusser flew to Tucson, Ariz., from 
Austin in Webb’s Piper Cruiser and returned in 
the war surplus Cessna. 





Universal Bible Study 
December 10, 1950 


The seventh annual Worldwide Bible Reading 
Program is under way. Daily men, women and 
young people are reading selected Scriptures on the 


theme “The Bible—A Light and Guide.” 


The reading program is having special signifi- 
cance to many people this year as a means of bringing 
together in thought each day the men in the service 
and their families by the reading of these portions of 
Scripture. 


The high point of the Worldwide Bible Reading 
Program—Thanksgiving to Christmas—is Universal 
Bible Sunday observed in thousands of churches of 
every denomination throughout the United States 
and in hundreds of churches overseas. The observ- 
ance, which occurs on the second Sunday in Decem- 
ber each year, makes it come in 1950 on December 
10. Pastors and Chaplains in the armed forces will 
be calling people back to the Book of books—‘The 
Bible—a Light and a Guide” for daily Christian 
living. 





Bininger, Small 
Accept Posts 
In Kansas City 


Decatur, GA., (PNS)—Dr. Clem E. Bininger, 
pastor of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, 





Richmond, Va., and the Rev. H. Dale Small, 
minister of education of that church, have accepted 
calls from the Second Presbyterian Church in 
Kansas City, Mo., it has been announced. 


The Second Presbyterian is the largest Presby- 
terian church in Kansas City. As its pastor Dr. 
Bininger will succeed the Rev. R. Park Johnson, 
a Princeton classmate, who recently was called to be 
field director of all Presbyterian mission work in 


the Near East. 





Bluefield Church Holds 
Successful Revival 


Westminster Presbyterian Church, of Bluefield, 
W. Va., high in the mountains along the West 
Virginia border, has just finished a highly successful 
series of evangelistic services; in fact the revival was 
productive of such good results plans have already 
been started for a similar one next fall. 


The services, which were confined to one week, 
were conducted by the Rev. Charles W. McNutt, 
former pastor of Presbyterian Churches at Pineville 
and Fayetteville, W. Va. The Rev. Mr. McNutt, 
a native of Princeton, W. Va., only a dozen miles 
from Bluefield, is now studying for his Master of 
Theology degree at Union Theological Seminary in 


Richmond, Va. 


The revival was the first attempt by the 700- 
member Westminster Church in many years but it 
was largely attended, not only by Presbyterians of 
Bluefield, W. Va., but by members of other church- 
es in the city as well. 

Since Westminster’s pastor, Dr. Craig Houston 
Patterson, came to Bluefield almost five years ago, 
the church has had a special meeting of some sort 
each year. Previous meetings have emphasized 
Bible study but the recent evangelistic type service, 
more informal in nature, seemed to strike a more 
responsive chord with the membership of the church, 
which serves a residential area. 


During the two weeks preceeding the McNutt 
service, prayer meetings were held in the homes of 
members of the church. Special music added to the 
revival’s appeal. 





World Missions Receipts 


April 1, 1949 to October 31, 1949 _.. $479,941.34 
April 1, 1950 to October 31, 1950. 513,834.14* 


sansa _... $ 33,892.80 


Program of Progress net receipts 


April 1, 1950 to October 31, 1950 _. $102,895.47 


*Including $58,333.33 Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid. The Foreign Missions receipts are 
actually $24,440.53 less than last year. 
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Women’s Work 


Assembly's Special Causes 
The American Bible Society 


The American Bible Society is the only American 
national society operating on a world-wide basis, 
organized for the single purpose of encouraging the 
wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures to every 
man in his own language without note or comment, 
and without purpose of profit. 


For this reason the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S., many years ago, 
adopted the American Bible Society as its official 
agency for the distribution of Scriptures throughout 
the world, and has continued the Society in this 
capacity in connection with the recent reorganiza- 
tion of the General Assembly. 


Some part of the Bible (mainly for missionary 
purposes) has been translated into 1,118 languages 
and dialects. Many of these languages have only a 
single Gospel. The translation program must go on, 
because there are still at least 1.400 known dialects 
which have no portion of the Bible. During the 50 
vears of the present century some portion of the 
Scriptures has been translated into a new language 
on the average of about every 31 days. 


A Chaplains’ Section of the United Nations 
Command in Korea has already been set up, and 
the chaplain in charge has ordered Scriptures in at 
least nine different languages for the United Nation 
Troops. 


The task of translating the Scriptures into the 
many languages and dialects of the world and into 
many systems for the blind, and the distribution of 
these books to the native peoples of the world, must 
of necessity be the job of a cooperative organization, 
and most of the Protestant denominations of 
America have accepted the American Bible Society 
as such an agency. 

All the missionary agencies of the Church may 
well ponder the advisability and the necessity of 
flooding with the Holy Scriptures those lands from 
which the missionaries must withdraw. Fortunately 
this is still possible in many cases. As the agency 
of the American Protestant churches, (at least 100 
denominations) qualified to meet this need, as far 
as funds permit, the American Bible Society urgent- 
ly requests continued and increased financial help 
and cooperation on the part of all the denomina- 
tions which it serves. 





A Tribute to Mrs. A. J. McKelway 


She passed away in her Washington home Sun- 
day, October 29. 


She was the only remaining member of the family 
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of Dr. B. M. Smith, the president of the seminary 
at Hampton-Sidney in its critical years. 

Those who attended Hampzm-Sidney College 
and seminary in the early ’80s never forgot the 
bright happy little girls, Ruth Smith and Sophie 
Peck, coming and going across the court and jump- 
ing from the steps to be caught by the students 
below. 


Later, others will remember their beautiful voices 
in the oratorios conducted by Dr. Alexander and 
their social graces. They were the first and probably 
the only two women to be illowed to attend Dr. 
Peck’s class in Theology. They were inseparable 
until 1890 when Miss Sophie Peck became Mrs. 
James R. Graham and wen: to her great ministry 
in China. 

Miss Ruth Smith became Mrs. A. J. McKelway, 
and thru his long life ably seconded his trenchent 
and strong stand for righteousness and truth. She 
was most capable and fiithful in church work 
through her long life. 


In later years she made her home with her son, 
B. M. McKelway, editor of the Washington Eve- 
ning Star. There are a host of friends who will 
hear with deep regret that she is no more with us. 

Dr. B. C. Patterson, 
Staunton, Va. 


Beside the 
Hearthstone 


By Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. 
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THE DEITY OF CHRIST AND OTHER 
SERMONS, ty John Calvin. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Houre. $3.50. Gamaliel Bradford in his 
biography of Dwight L. Moody said, ““The sermon 
has been the blight of the Protestant Church.” This 
assertion is entirely too sweeping. 


The condemnatinn of the sermon is too broad. 
One must ask, “What kind of sermon?” Biblical 
sermons have been the very genius of Protestantism. 
These twenty sermons indicate the power of the 
sermon in the life of the Church when it is Bible- 
centered. 


Leroy Nixon trans.ated these twenty sermons. He 
informs us that it is “he first collection of this kind 
to appear since 1830, when a selection of fourteen 
addresses were published in America. We have here 
eight sermons on the passion of Christ, four on 
His ascension, four on Pentecost, and four miscel- 
laneous themes of significant character. 


This volume is primarily “up-to-God preaching” 
rather than, as some like to express it, “down-to- 
earth preaching.” 


Not long before Dr. J. Gresham Machen died, 
he wrote, “May God snd us ministers who come 
forth into their pulpits irom a secret place of medi- 
tation and prayer, who ate servants of Christ and not 
servants of men, who be they ever so humble are 
ambassadors of the King, who as they stand behind 
the open Bible and expound its blessed words can 
truly and honestly say with Micaiah, the son of 
Imlah, ‘As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak.’”’ Calvin was such a 
minister, and all who wil. read these messages will 
be inspired to follow in the train of Micaiah and 
Calvin. —John R. Richardson. 


~ 





PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES, by Wilbur 
M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Company. $2.75. A com- 
mentary on the International Bible Lessons for 
1951. This is the 77th annual volume of the well- 
known lesson commentary prepared by Dr. Wilbur 


M. Smith. 


His purpose is to give a comprehensive insight into 
the Holy Scriptures studied and to stimulate effec- 
tive use of this knowledge. Notable features are 
its adequate and satisfactory interpretation of the 
text—each lesson is fully outlined ; a teacher’s library 
is offered; methods are given for presenting the 
lesson to each age group; apt quotations, test ques- 
tions, and subjects for discussion—covering the en- 


tire ground of each lesson—are also included. 


This book is equipped with maps and full-page 
reproductions of famous paintings in color, ill 


ilustra- 
tions in the text. The volume is complete in every 
respect. 
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“JOHN CALVIN—EXPOSITORY PREACH- 
ER,” by Leroy Nixon. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 


ing House. $2.50. Dr. Nixon presents in this 
volume John Calvin as the foremost preacher of 
modern times. He gained this stature chiefly be- 
cause of his expository method. Calvin took 
seriously the injunction to preach the whole counsel 
of God. He felt that it was his duty to preach 
nothing short of the entire contents of Holy Scrip- 
ture. 


Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood has written the in- 
troduction to this volume. He observes, “Pastor 
Nixon has handled the materials in a fashion all his 
own. He has followed the plan of letting Calvin 
speak for himself, and that largely out of his 
sermons. This way of approaching the study of 
preaching seems to many of us full of practical 
helpfulness. Instead of coming to the subject with 
many ready-made theories, the student learns all 
that he can about the life and work of a master- 
preacher.” 


Once more, Dr. Blackwood says, “The man of 
Geneva drew all of his sermons from the Bible. He 
preached from it as he found it, book by book and 
passage by passage ... He strove to show clearly and 
strongly what each passage meant and what differ- 
ence it ought to make in the hearts and lives of the 
hearers.” 


Pastor Nixon first of all discusses expository 
preaching before Calvin. He says, “Christian ex- 
pository preaching may properly be said to have 
begun with our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.” He 
offers examples of expository preaching on the part 
of the apostles; and in his judgment perhaps the 
best example of expository preaching is a sermon by 
Philip in Acts 8 :26-35. 

One of the richest sections of this book is on “The 
Gospel as Calvin Preached It.” It is clear from this 
study that Calvin dealt with what Thomas Chalm- 
ers called “the grand particularities of the Christian 
faith.” 

In applying the insights of Calvin to the preach- 
ing of today, the author offers this summary: (a) 
Be a real student of the Bible. Stress content. (b) 
Preach often. (c) Appeal to the deepest spiritual 
needs of the congregation. (d) Speak plainly. Let 
the subject bear the weight of the interest. Be con- 
versational, not oratorical. 


The Christian minister should not preach merely 
for people to say, “Is he not a wonderful preacher?” 
Rather, says Nixon, the preacher should so preach 
that the people will say, “Truly he speaks the Word 
of God. We must live by it if we would know 
God’s blessings and be assured of His love and 


favor.” —John R. Richardson. 


THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO THE 4- 
TOMIC CRISIS, by Edward L. Long Jr. West- 
minster Press. $2. Mr. Long, a graduate student at 
Union Seminary in New York, seeks for what he 
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feels is a genuinely Christian position toward the 
atom bomb and the new ethical issues it has created 
in the present. 


He subscribes to the dictum of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America which con- 
demned the use of the bomb in Japan. 


So the first step is sense of guilt for its use and 
penitance to ensue. Improvement is to arise from 
using it for good ends and this will be accomplished 
largely by social-religious planners and leaders. 


Thus it will be a part of the “creative ethical life” 
long advocated by many churchmen. Such neat 
phrases as “problem solving ethic” and “pacifism as 
the most sensitive Christian position” are quite 
numerous. 


One part of the book is praiseworthy. The author 
is forced to admit that the atomic age may not be 
the fulfillment of evolutionary process but more 
than likely the end of history. 


He rightly condemns the idea that all of history 
can be seen as an escalator always ascending. We 
may be watching it going quickly to the very bottom. 
He concludes that “faith” is the only answer to the 
situation. But this faith is too largely man-centered 
and noticeably Christ-lacking. For these reasons we 
confess the response to the atomic crisis as presented 
herein is incomplete and unsatisfactory for the Bible 


student. —George W. Dollar. 





“THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF GOD,” 
by Emil Brunner. Westminster Press. $6. It should 
be explained in the beginning that Brunner writes 
primarily for theologians. It will require a bit of 
interpretation or translation for the average Chris- 
tian to follow the terminology and reasoning of 
this Swiss theologian. 


Brunner takes for granted that his readers are 
trained in theological idiom. It is easy for theologic- 
al writers to make the same mistake that a secretary 
of the mission board made when he visited a mission 
field in Japan. He was asked to address a crowded 
audience of heathen in one of the large theaters. 


He began his sermon by saving, “My dear friends, 
you will remember when the children of Israel came 
out of the land of Egypt—.” The interpreter, a 
personal friend, interrupted him with this counsel, 
“It will take at least half an hour to explain who 
the Israelites were, another half-hour to say what 
they were doing in the land of Egypt, and still 
another why they came out, and quite as long to 
tell them what on earth this has got to do with these 
folks here tonight.” 

This reviewer mentions this incident merely to 
point out how difficult it is for those without the- 
ological training to understand the nomenclature 
used by Brunner. Obscurity in expressing one’s 


thought seems to be characteristic of the crisis the- 
Hence, Brunner is not writing theology 


ologians. 


NOVEMBER 22. 1950 


for “everybody,” “but only those who are capable 
of and in need of a thoroughgoing effort of 
thought.” 

The first 11 chapters of this volume constitute a 
prolegomenon. ‘They give the basis and the task of 
dogmatics. Here Brunner stresses the fact that we 
study dogmatics as members of the church with the 
consciousness that we have a commission from the 
church and a service to render to the church due 
to a compulsion which can alone arise within the 
church. 

Thus he declares, “If dogmatics is any:hing at all, 
it is a@ function of the church.” Brunner does not 
make teaching the beginning and end of the church, 
but rather recognizes that it is one of its functions 
and one “of the basic elements of its life.” He de- 
fines dogmatics as “the science of Christian teaching 
or doctrine.” 

Ten chapters are devoted to the nature of God 
and His attributes. Brunner holds that from the 
standpoint of the revelation of the Bible, the primary 
and fundamental thing to know about God is that 
He is the LORD—“I am the Lord, thy God.” He 
tells us, “The theological doctrine of God, there- 
fore, must not begin with the effort to make an 
abstract definition of the NATURE of God, but 
with the description of this majestic ‘I, the Lord, 
thy God.’ ” 


Significantly, at this point Brunner states, “Only 
God who stands free and unhindered above the law 
of the world and above the law of thought is in 
truth Creator and Lord.” 


He recognizes that this uniqueness and sovereignty 
of God is “the offense” for thought. He adds, “This 
is revelation as the Lord is. However, not only the 
‘offense’ for thought; far more is it an ‘offense’ to 
the man who wants to control his own life; for this 
truth makes an end of our self-sufficiency and makes 
us servants of God.” 


The section which deals with the will of God 
discusses such questions as the doctrines of election 
and the problem of “double predestination.” Here 
Brunner undertakes to re-interpret the traditional 
doctrines of election. He is strongly opposed to the 
Calvinistic interpretation of reprobation. He calls it 
“an artificial theological theory” and “the most 
ruthless determinism that can be imagined.” What 
is more, he denies that the Bible teaches the doctrine. 

Reformed theologians would agree with Brunner 
at one point: namely, “the history of predestination 
itself teaches us that with the question of the Divine 
Decrees, we have entered the danger zone in which 
faith may suffer severe injury, and theological think- 
ing may easily stray into disastrous error. And yet 
the attempt cannot be renounced, not because our 
thought drives us to it, but because the witness of 
revelation of the Scriptures forces this subject upon 
our attention for theological consideration.” They 
would also agree with him when he writes, “Elec- 
tion constitutes the center of the Old and the New 
Testaments.” 





According to Reformed theologians, one hemis- 
phere of predestination is election, and the other is 
reprobation. While Brunner sets forth a modified 
form of election, he would reject the Westminster 
view which states, “The rest of mankind (the non- 
elect) God was pleased according to the unsearch- 
able counsel of His own will whereby He extend- 
eth or withholdeth mercy as He pleaseth for the 
glory of His sovereign power over His creatures to 
pass by and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath 
for their sin to the praise of His glorious justice.” 


Those who reject reprobation seem to ignore the 
fact that God never condemns the sinless, and He 
never re-condemns the sinless. He leaves certain 
sinful persyns under the sentence of condemnation 
which He originally passed upon them. He reviews 
their case and re-affirms the sentence. 


In this review God finds that His sentence was 
right and proper in the first instance and so re-con- 
demns them for their sin. Those who criticize the 
Presbyterian doctrine on this subject must remember 
that God frevents no man from accepting the 
Gospel. He invites and urges all to do so. He con- 
strains some to accept it and He leaves others to do 
as they please. He invites all men to His Gospel- 





feast; He compels some to come, but He prevents 
none. 


To appraise the writings of Brunner fairly is a 
difficult matter. 


There are spots in this book where we have placed 
our commendations; others, where we have placed 
our condemnations; a few, where we have placed 
question marks. But, taken as a whole, this reviewer 
feels that one who is theologically mature and reads 
this book with discernment will find much to stimu- 
late his theological thinking. Our main complaint 
against Brunner is his lack of open-mindedness 
toward those who hold to a high view of the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures. His whole presentation is 
affected by his point of view on this subject. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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Delightful Recommended Books for Bors and tirls... 


Paul Hutchens’ Adventurous SUGAR CREEK GANG Series—Only 75c Each 





The Sugar Creek Gang __.. Ss Ss«CS 75S «3= Sugar: Creek Gang In School . ‘cient FOO 
We Killed A Bear ____ , ___.. 75¢ Mystery At Sugar Creek - <osencniniatiitagn Te 
Further Adventures Of The The S. C. Gang Flies To Cuba _-._ . ae 

Sugar Creek Gang sd 75e)«=— One: Stormy Day At Sugar Creek ——— = 100 
Sugar Cresk Gang Goes Camping __._ 75¢ A New Sugar Creek Mystery —— a tae 
Sugar Creek Gang In Chicago 75c Shenanigans At Sugar Creek _.__._____. 75c 

Bertha B. Moore’s THE TRIPLETS Series—Only 75c Each 
OD es ab: lL. nnn onNe nce natin TOO 
The Baers’ Christmas __ ee ee 
The Triplets In Business __...-=~=~=~—~—~—s—d 75¢~=Of Triplets Become Good Neighbors ___ wim Tae 
Triplets Go South _CS)~= Thee Triplets Receive A Reward — « 400 
Triplets Over J.O.Y. _.. ss CCCCt—sSS@~Ss« Thee Triplets Have An Adventure __-__. 75 
The Triplets Make A Discovery _...___._ 75c 





Rusty: By Frank Vamdenberg. 
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The Peanut Man: By Harry Albus. (Ages 8-14. The inspiring story of George Washington 
Carver, told in charming narrative style). $1.00. 

The Boy From Northfield: By Harry Albus. (Ages 8-14. An absorbing account of Dwight L. 
Moody's Life with special emphasis on his boyhood). $1.00. 

Hope Haven: By Dirk Gringhuis. (The adventures of Karl and Katrina in a colorful story of 
American pioneers. Beautiful colored pictures). $2.00. 

Curly: By Frank Vomdenbera. (How Curly’s life was changed when he moved from the big 
city and became star pitcher on his baseball team). 75c. 

3. (Unwanted, unruly at school, too young to work, the boy with 

rusty hair finds a new way of life in a distant city with Christian friends). 75c. 
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